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Taking Control of Language Learning with Corpus Data, Tools, and Methods
Abstract

One of the most important skills that humans possess is their ability to communicate with others
through language. As with any other skill, mastering language communication requires knowledge of
its fundamentals (e.g. vocabulary, syntax, and discourse) as well as practice in a variety of settings and
situations that leads to an ever-increasing understanding and refined use of the skill. Foreign language
learning classrooms have traditional focused much attention of the knowledge aspect of language. In
some sense, this is inevitable as students will often have few opportunities to apply their foreign
language skill in settings and situations beyond those of the classroom. However, a knowledge focus
in the classroom can lead to several problems. One problem is that teachers usually have to take control
of the learning agenda, deciding what materials should be used and how students should make best use
of them. Another problem is that language practice can become relegated to a minor component of a
course or in extreme cases become neglected completely. To date, a huge variety of inventive methods
have been proposed to expand the scope of language practice in the classroom, including pair-work,
group work, role-plays, project-based learning, content-based instruction, English medium instruction,
and many others. These methods are often described to be learner-centered, but the reality is that many
of these approaches are also teacher-controlled.

In this presentation, I will first review the current state of language learning, taking examples
from typical technical writing language classroom settings. Next, I will explain how technology has

hugely broadened the scale, scope, and possibilities for learning, giving students the ability to take



control of their own learning agenda and providing them with numerous platforms to practice their
skill outside the realm of the teacher. To illustrate some of these innovations, I will introduce various
corpus data resources, software tools, and learning methods that can help learners to independently
develop their technical writing skills. These resources, tools, and methods provide students with direct
access to expert knowledge that goes far beyond that of a normal teacher. They also provide students
with direct opportunities to practice their writing skill in various settings and situations beyond those
of the classroom. I will finish the presentation with a discussion on the future of technology in learning

and how changes in the use of technology might affect university teaching and program administration.
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Abstract

The Covid-19 situation has led to lockdowns in many countries and regions, and these lockdowns
include school closures, meaning that students do not go to school, and have to resort to home-based
learning. Indeed, there have been much discussion and debates on how to support students doing online
learning. The Covid-19 situation has created the need as well as the opportunity to think differently
about what students can, might and should learn that would be different from their typical school
education. What we do know is that students need to be good self-directed learners to make the best
use of home-based learning. In schools, they receive face-to-face supervision from their teachers. In
their homes, parents can help supervise, but otherwise students need to build up their motivational,
self-regulation and resilience skills to tackle the shortcomings and challenges of online learning. In
this talk, I draw on the research literature, including my own research, to provide a discussion of how
self-directed skills can be enculturated in students to cope with their online and technology-based
learning, their cognitive and socio-emotional learning, as well as their dispositions and competencies

towards lifelong learning.



